André Charpin, honorary curator at the Conservatoire et Jardin Botaniques in Geneva, and Gérard-Guy Aymonin ( †), professor at the Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle in Paris, have published a considerable number of brief biographical notes on the botanists who have contributed to the knowledge of the flora of France. These appeared in alphabetical order under the title "Bibliographie selective des Flores de France. Notices biographiques sur les auteurs cités" in four instalments numbered II[sic]-V and published in 2002 -2004 in the Journal Botanique de France, . Now a second edition of these biographical notes has appeared forming a volume hors-série of the journal in which the first edition appeared.
The philosophy of the work, the approach of the authors and the layout have not been changed. However, a few names have been added and, more importantly, the treatment is much more comprehensive, consisting of four elements: (1) brief biographical data, i.e. date and place of birth and death, (2) curriculum vitae with the main activities, (3) sources and (4) notes. In many cases (2) is followed by a quotation from an obituary, which brings the personality of the figure involved to life, although often with a hagiographical undertone. While the first edition was without any illustrations, the authors have included reproductions of numerous photographs of portraits in the second, largely taken from the extensive archive kept in the Conservatoire et Jardin Botaniques in Geneva.
Considering the title of the work, it seems necessary to underline that more is included than just "Botanistes de la 
